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Schedule of events

• 8:00 Coffee and Donuts

• 8:30 Ritualistic Divan Walk Through

• 9:15 Registration of Candidates/Ladies

• 10:30 Presentation of the First Section

• 11:15 New Noble Orientation

• 12:00 Lunch

• 1:00 Presentation of Second Section

• 2:30 Cocktails and appetizers 

• 3:30  Fezzing Ceremony 

CEREMONIAL
October 17th, 2026October 17th, 2026

Beja Shrine Center

Class 
Honoree

Charles Clarage

Come celebrate the people, activities and hard  
work behind the dollars - and see the impact  

we can make when Beja comes together. 
Social 5:00 PM • Dinner 6:00 PM • Program 7:00 PM 

Open to all Nobles, Ladies and guests

Feztival of Trees & More is  
Coming Back This Holiday Season.  

Join us November 25th-29th, 2026. 
There’s plenty more to come — for now, consider  

this your first little hint that Christmas will be  
here before we know it! See inside for details.



BEJA BUGLER 
Published under the auspices of BEJA SHRINERS  

1950 Bond St ~ Green Bay, Wl 54303  
Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday 8:00 am. to 2:30 p.m. 
Phone (920) 498-1985  •  FAX (920) 498-0290 

E-mail: bejashrine@new.rr.com 
   BEJA SHRINE OFFICERS  

ELECTED DIVAN 
John Van Lanen, P.P., Potentate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-200-6398 
Blaine Goldner, Chief Rabban  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .414-403-8382 
Dr Marcus VanderLeest, Assistant Rabban  . . . . . . . . .920-366-4531 
Jeff Eilers, High Priest & Prophet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-737-3653 
Kris Pillar, Oriental Guide  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-420-7174 
Brad Ottum, P.P., Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-621-5926 
Eugene Reece,P.P., Recorder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-585-0994  

APPOINTED DIVAN 
Jeff Andersen,1st Ceremonial Master  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-366-4575 
Greg Hill, 2nd Ceremonial Master . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-263-7109 
Scott Maxon, P.P., Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-857-8623 
Roy Vander Zanden, Marshal  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-427-7222 
Nicholas Schuh, Capt. of the Guard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-265-9328 
Deen Oscarson, Outer Guard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .641-780-9692  

APPOINTED OFFICERS 
Charles Clarage, Chief Aid  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-436-9934 
Leo Cadavos  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-402-0713 
Edward “Rusty” Mitchell, P.P., Ritualistic Divan  . . . . . .715-823-3515 
Brad Ottum, Circus Chairman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-621-5926 
Gary Fehl, Membership Chairman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-562-8086 
John Van Lanen, P.P. Hospital Chairman  . . . . . . . . . . .920-264-5864 
Gary Fehl, Public Relations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-562-8086 
John Van Lanen, P.P., Hospital Transportation  . . . . . . .920-200-6398 
Greg Mumm, Burn Awareness Chairman  . . . . . . . . . . .320-289-6464 
John Sage, P.P., Housing Chairman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-471-2361  

TRUSTEES 
Jay Andres  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-475-4154 
Craig Laes. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-819-5739 
Charles Clarage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-819-3197 
John Clark  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-619-1877 
Greg Habeck, P.P.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-371-9050

Floyd L. Meyer*  . . . . . . . . . . .1986 
John R. Martinez*  . . . . . . . . .1987 
Hobart De Caster *  . . . . . . . .1988 
Donald C. Wiggins *  . . . . . . .1989 
Bruce J. Carlton *  . . . . . . . . .1990 
Charles Awen*  . . . . . . . . . . . .1991 
Donald P. Doherty *  . . . . . . . .1992 
Robert Squires *  . . . . . . . . . .1993 
William Asmus * . . . . . . . . . . .1994 
A. Wayne Paschke *  . . . . . . .1995 
Archie H. Mauk* . . . . . . . . . . .1996 
Peter R. Scheinert  . . . . . . . . .1997 
John Ottum M.D.*  . . . . . . . . .1998 
Donald Badgley  . . . . . . . . . . .1999 
Denis E. Bay*  . . . . . . . . . . . .2000 
G.W. ”Jerry” Capelle  . . . . . . .2001 
Fred Beyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2002 
John M. Derenne *  . . . . . . . .2003 
Dennis Korth  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2004 
William "Bill” Wenszell * . . . . .2005 

Jim Slezak  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2006 
Kent Pauli  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2007 
D. Eugene Badgley *  . . . . . . .2008 
Bradley Ottum  . . . . . . . . . . . .2009 
Edward “Rusty” Mitchell . . . . .2010 
Gary Shriver  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2011 
Dave Oshefsky  . . . . . . . . . . .2012 
John Sage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2013 
Nick Brosig  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2014 
Kent Pauli  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2015 
Eugene Reece . . . . . . . . . . . .2016 
Greg Habeck  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2017 
Clint Compton  . . . . . . . . . . . .2018 
Mike Belanger  . . . . . . . . . . . .2019 
James VanDeHey  . . . . . . . . .2020 
Benjamin Rodgers  . . . . . . . . .2021 
John Van Lanen . . . . . . . . . . .2022 
Jacob Sylvester  . . . . . . . . . . .2023 
Thomas Pflugardt  . . . . . . . . .2024 
Scott Maxon . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2025 

* Deceased

PAST POTENTATES

Beja Bugler Articles 
Please submit your articles to: 

vickic93@centurytel.net 
 

Articles are due on the 10th of each month 
The Bugler is produced monthly 

electronically and placed on  
Beja’s website and sent out via  

Beja’s weekly email: 
news@bejashriners.com

Peninsula Shrine Club 

“The Club with Class” 
GARY FEHL – VICE PRESIDENT    

The Peninsula Shrine club will be meeting in October on 
the 13th at the Greystone Castle located at 8 N Madison 
Ave, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235.  
 
Anyone is welcome to join us. Just contact me if you will 
br attending so we have a count of who will be attending. 
 
Fraternally,   
Greg Habeck, Secretary / Treasurer 
greglhabeck@gmail.com or (920) 371-9050

Discover Freemasonry in a Different Light. 
 
Green Bay's only daytime Masonic lodge meets on the 
second Thursday of each month (except July & August) 
at 10:00 a.m. in the Lodge Room at the Beja Shrine 
Center. 
 
Whether you're retired, work evenings, or simply prefer 
daytime meetings, N.E.W. Daylite Lodge offers the same 
traditions, fellowship, and opportunities for personal 
growth—in a schedule that fits your life. 
 
Visiting Master Masons are always welcome. Join us 
for a meeting, enjoy the fellowship, and discover what 
makes Daylite Lodge unique. 
 
Gary Fehl 
920-562-8086 
garyfehl@gmail.com 

NO. 360, F&AM
Daylite

Green Bay



Good day Nobles & Ladies, It's 
October and the weather will 
start changing and getting 
cooler.  Just like the weather 
there has been a change in our 
Divan.  Dr. Marcus Vanderleest 
was voted in to take over the 
Assistant Rabban position that 
was left vacant with the 
resignation of Mike Moen.  Mike 
has served the nobility well 
during his time on the Divan.  

He took over several projects that involved a lot of his time 
and as Potentate I want to thank him in this forum, so that 
Mike was aware of how much of integral part of the Divan 
he was. 
 
With the thanking of Mike, I also was to thank Dr. Marcus 
for stepping up and volunteering his services for not only 
this year, but for the years that lay in front of him.  Rabban 
School and of course his short time to get ready for the 
Potentate's chair.  I'm sure that he will tap into the 
experience of Past Potentates, to help him in this journey.  
Marcus has been around Masonry & Shrine for many 
years.  His.father,  Bob Vanderleest, has held several 
positions within Shrine and I'm sure that he will be a great 
resource for Dr. Marcus.  Again Dr Marcus, Congrats and 
welcome to the Divan. 
 
This month the Chief Rabban, Blaine Goldner, will present 
his upcoming year at the Beja meeting.  Blaine has talked 
about several interesting projects and ideas for his year 
and I'm excited to hear about them and help him along the 
way, if at all possible.  Blaine has and will be busy in the 
next few months, with going to Rabban School, getting his 
year in order, helping out with several projects that I put 
together at the last minute, with Jeff Eilers help.  By the 
time you've read this we've has our first Burgers, Brats & 
Booyah event.  I will report on it at the opening meeting 
before Blaine presents his year. 
 
My time as the 2026 Potentate is growing shorter and I 
have to say it is going fast, a lot faster than in 2022. Maybe 
it's because things were more familiar to me this time 
around.  The last time around, I was able to put in more 
time at Shrine during the day, but with a job change I'm 
only able to stop in at night and take care of whatever 
business I need to, since I have long days bouncing 
around in a dump truck. But I gotta do what I gotta do and 
that means putting in longer hours, but the hours here at 
Shrine or at the Board meetings in Minneapolis are not 
hard when you love working for our kids.   
 

AJEB TEMPLE NO. 156 
 DAUGHTERS OF THE NILE   

              Carly Vondrak, Queen 
       c.schneider.vondrak@gmail.com 
 
               Sarah Mobroten, PQ 
         ajebtempleno156@gmail.com 
  
        Mary Habeck, Princess Banker 
              Mhhabeck@gmail.com 
 
 

Fall has arrived, and Ajeb Temple No. 156 has resumed its 
regularly scheduled stated meetings. 
 
The Ladies of the Household met on Sunday, September 
27th, 2026 for our first fall session. It was wonderful to 
reconnect after our summer break since June. Key topics 
discussed included membership recruitment, leadership 
transitions at the Supreme level, and new sign-in 
procedures for Oasis on the Daughters of the Nile website. 
We also discussed several fundraising activities and are 
looking forward to our holiday event and silent auction on 
November 15th, 2026, at the 1951 Restaurant. 
 
Congratulations to Judy Kucksdorf, our Platinum Rose 
recipient for the 2026–2027 year, recognized for her 
ongoing support and participation in Ajeb activities. 
 
Our next stated meeting will be held on Sunday, October 
25th, 2026, at 1:30 PM, focusing on our Founder’s Day 
remembrance. 
 
 
Nile Love,   
AJEB Queen Carly S. Vondrak,  
"No Act of Kindness, No Matter How Small,  
Is Ever Wasted." - AESOP 

It was nice to see a few familiar faces this past meeting.  
Past Potentates Dennis Korth & Tom Pflugardt were in 
attendance & Bob Vanderleest who was on the IR for a 
little while after a mishap as his sons cottage. There was 
also a couple of unfamiliar faces in the crowd and I want 
to thank them for attending also. 
 
Until next month, take care of yourselves, be careful.  
Please attend the upcoming meetings, October for the 
presentation of the Chief Rabbans upcoming year as 
Potentate & November meeting for the Parade to Glory.  
The past few years we've knocked it out of the park, lets 
do it agan 
 
Fraternally yours, Ill Sir John Van Lanen 
Beja Shrine Potentate 2026 
920-200-6398 or john.vanlanen@gmail.com 

Continued in next column



Keep In Touch With Beja Events  
and much more with Beja weekly emails  

JOIN OUR E-MAIL LIST 

 www.bejashriners.com 
Click on the link on the home page 

 
Subscribe to receive emails from Beja

 
The Charles Clarage 
Class: Continuing the 

Spirit of Beja 
 
On October 17, Beja Shriners 
will welcome a new class of 
Nobles during our Fall 
Ceremonial — the Charles 
Clarage Class. 
 
The name represents more 
than a class of candidates. It 

recognizes a Noble who continues to exemplify what 
makes Beja Shriners special: friendship, fellowship, 
service, and a commitment to being involved. 
 
Charlie Clarage has been an active part of Beja, sharing 
his time, talents, and enthusiasm with his fellow Nobles. 
The spirit he brings to our fraternity is the same spirit we 
hope to share with every new Noble who joins us. 
 
But every new Noble begins the same way — with an 
invitation. 
 
Someone once invited you. Someone took the time to 
tell you about Shriners, encouraged you to join, and 
opened the door to new friendships and experiences. 
 
Now it is our turn to do the same. 
 
Charlie was invited. 
You were invited. 
Now it is your turn to invite someone else. 
 
The next member of the Charles Clarage Class could 
be a Brother Mason you know, a friend who shares our 
commitment to helping others, or someone who simply 
has never had the opportunity to discover what Beja 
Shriners is all about. 
 
The Fall Ceremonial is not just a degree. It is the 
beginning of a journey — one filled with fellowship, fun, 
service, and memories that last a lifetime. 
 
Who will you invite to join the Charles Clarage Class? 
 
Petitions are being accepted now for the October 17 
Ceremonial. If you know a Master Mason who would 
make a great Shriner, start the conversation today. 
 
Contact the Membership Committee or any Divan 
member to help your candidate take the next step. 
 
October 17, 2026 — Charles Clarage Class 
Help us welcome the newest members of the Beja 
family. 

History, Heritage & Brotherhood in D.C. 
 
2026 Membership & Marketing Conference 
 
Washington, D.C. will set the stage for the 2026 Noble 
Academy Membership & Marketing Conference, hosted 
by the Shriners International Education Foundation, 
November 6–8. 
 
Held every other year, this conference brings Nobles 
together from across the fraternity to share ideas, explore 
what’s working, and take a fresh look at membership and 
engagement.  
 
It’s not about theory—it’s about practical takeaways you 
can bring home and use.  
 
Set in a city rich with Masonic history, the experience goes 
beyond the meeting room. Optional excursions include 
private access to landmarks such as the Scottish Rite 
House of the Temple and the George Washington Masonic 
National Memorial—opportunities few get to experience 
firsthand. 
 
The conference will be held at the Capital Hilton in the 
heart of the city, with easy access to everything 
Washington has to offer.  
 
Whether you’re active in membership, marketing, or just 
interested in seeing how the fraternity is evolving, this is 
worth a look. Early registration is now open—and if 
nothing else, take a minute to check out the website… you 
might even recognize a familiar face. This event is open to 
all interested in attending. 
 
Please consider attending! 
 
→ nobleacademyeducation.org



Upcoming Meetings 
CAMELS MILK AT 5:30PM • DINNER AT 6:30PM 

 
October 15th (Thursday) 
Kickback Grill, 1980 US 45 N, Eagle River WI 715-337-
2266 
 
November 12th (Thursday) 
Erin's Pub "N" Grub 715-477-1155, 933 N Railroad St, 
Eagle River 
 
December 10th (Thursday) 
Heid Out Bar & Grill, 1298 E Dollar Lake Rd, Eagle River 
715-337-2661 
 
January 9th, 2027(Saturday) (Christmas Party) 
Men Suit/Sport Coat & Tie 
Camels Milk 5pm,  Sit Down 6pm 
Eagle Waters 715-479-4411 
3958 Eagle Waters Rd, Eagle River, WI 
Camels Milk at 5:30, Dinner/Meeting at 6:30 
Please Wear Your Fez 
Please Call Bill Jacobs to confirm 
(715) 891-5574 or promusky@live.com 
 

Expanding Access To Care 
SHRINERS CHILDREN'S ADDS NEW 

ACCESS LOCATIONS to care for MORE 
KIDS in the RIGHT PLACES 

  

  
Panama  
 
For more than 70 years, Shriners Children's has cared for 
children from Panama, providing specialized care to more 
than 10,000 pediatric patients. In August Shriners 
Children's entered a partnership to offer an outreach clinic 
four times per year, providing our specialty care in 
pediatric orthopedic surgery and burns. Panama is the 
second-largest country of origin for patients traveling to 
Shriners Children's hospitals in the United States for 
treatment.  
 
Charleston, SC 
 
In early August, Shriners Children’s celebrated the 
opening of a new outpatient burn clinic in Charleston, 
South Carolina, with a ribbon-cutting. The clinic expands 
the longstanding collaboration between Shriners 
Children’s and the MUSC Health South Carolina Burn 
Center 
 
Las Vegas, NV 
 
Also in August, Shriners Children’s Las Vegas officially 
opened for care. They recently welcomed the community 
to view the new clinic during a Back-to-School Bash. 
Nearly 100 student-athletes received sports physicals. 

Good things are happening around us. 
Noble Tim Thiers donated this bicycle to Noble Bob & 

Lady Bonnie Vanderleest’s grand child. 
Thank you Tim for all that you do.  

Having Fun Helping Kids!



2211 N. Oak Park Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60707
SHRINERSCHICAGO.ORG

2900 N. Rocky Point Dr.
Tampa, FL 33607

SHRINERSCHILDRENS.ORG   

Pro Pickleball Tournament Bene昀ts SC Chicago

It was a paddle raise of a different kind. A professional nighttime 
tournament from our partners at The Association of Pickleball Players 
raised $25,000 for our pediatric specialty care. The event in suburban 
Chicago included Shriners, donors, patient ambassadors, interim 
administrator Matt Lucas, imperial liaison Rick Holloway, and senior 
director of philanthropy Dan Winter. Shriners Children’s was featured on 
center court for the opening ceremonies. 

Other highlights: The week of the event touring pro Megan Fudge 
visited the hospital and even hit balls with a few patient ambassadors 
in our activity mall.  And, following a successful demo at our hospital’s 
100th Birthday Bash, the Chicago APP tournament included their first 
ever wheelchair pickleball division as part of the four-day competition. 

Visit fundraise.shrinerschildrens.org/pickleball to learn how you 
can use pickleball in your community to support our care.

TOP PRO MEGAN FUDGE TOURED HOSPITAL, 
MET PATIENT AMBASSADORS, PLAYED A 
LITTLE PICKLEBALL

What a day! 

Thanks to everyone who came 
out for the Beja Shriners  

Vets & Patriots Car Show.  
Great cars, great people and a 
great way to spend a Sunday!



 a FREE public Event 
Thanksgiving

Week
Monday|November 23 | 2p-8p
Tuesday|November 24 | 2p-8p

Wednesday|November 25 | 2p-8p
CLOSED THANKSGIVING

Friday | November 27 | 9a-9p
Saturday | November 28 | 9a-9p
Sunday | November 29 | 11a-3p

1950 Bond Street
Green Bay, WI

 920.498.1985

GET INTO THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT AS A SPONSOR 
Reserve your very own 6’ x 6’ space to spread joy and showcase your creativity!
Design a themed arti昀cial tree adorned with LED lights, decorations and unwrapped gifts – 
all of this provided courtesy of you. Your festive tree will be raf昀ed off to brighten someone’s 
holiday season and support a great cause!

ALSO OFFERED:
 Logo displayed on EVENT BANNER
 EVENT SPONSOR SIGN displayed by your tree with your logo/name
 MEDIA & SOCIAL MEDIA Exposure

SPONSORSHIP RECOGNITION EVENT: Sunday, November 22, Noon-2pm
 Includes up to 5 guests
 Pre-event viewing
 Opportunity to pre-purchase raf昀e tickets
 Beverages and Food

TREE SET UP:
Friday, November 20 and Saturday, November 21 • 10am-7pm
Beja Shrine Center • 1950 Bond Street, Green Bay, WI

Net proceeds from Feztival of Trees bene昀t the Beja Shriners

Dates and times subject to chance. Please verify on facebook.

For up-to-date information, go to Facebook
Beja Shriners Feztival of Trees & More



Complete application to be returned by October 15, 2026, 

BUSINESS / ORGANIZATION / INDIVIDUAL / FAMILY / IN MEMORIUM / SOCIAL GROUP

NAME: __________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________________

CITY:  ____________________________________  STATE: _________  ZIP CODE:___________________

PHONE NUMBER: _______________________ CONTACT NAME: ________________________________

EMAIL:  __________________________________________________________________________________

TREE THEME/NAME (optional): ____________________________________________________________

 I am excited to design a tree.

While I’m unable to decorate a tree myself, I’d be happy to make a cash donation to 
support a volunteer in decorating one on my behalf. (Cash Donation $1000)

While I’m unable to participate in Feztival of Trees, I’d be happy to make a cash 
donation to support your cause. $ ____________

 I’d be happy to donated a raf昀e basket/item to include with the “No-need for a Tree” 
raf昀e to support your cause. 

MAIL APPLICATIONS TO:
BEJA – FEZTIVAL OF TREES

1950 Bond Street, Green Bay, Wi 54303

Or Call
Stacy Goldner At 414-550-1878

Or Email
FeztivalOfTrees@BejaShriners.org

*Proceeds are for the bene昀t of Beja Shrine activities.
**Payments to Beja Shrine are not tax deductible as a charitable contribution.

OFFICE USE ONLY

Date Received:  _________________________ Assigned Tree Number: _________________________

Sponsor: ________________________________________________________________________________

Con昀rmation with Sponsor Date: __________________________________________________________

By: ______________________________________________________________________________________



TREE SPONSOR RULES AND GUIDELINES BASICS
• Time and Place - Feztival of Trees will be held from Monday 11/23 – Sunday 11/29, closed on 

Thursday 11/26 Thanksgiving Day
• Application Deadline - All applications must be submitted or staff noti昀ed by October 16, 2026
• Set up time - The set-up time for a sponsor to set up their tree is Friday 11/20 or Saturday 11/21 •  

10am-7pm.
• Sponsorship Night - Sunday,11/22 • Noon-2pm. Sponsors will be provided two (2) tickets and 

assorted appetizers to this special Event. Raf昀e ticket purchases will be available.

TREE SPECIFICATIONS
• Tree spaces are 6 foot by 6 foot (all trees, gifts and related items must 昀t in the assigned area)
• Anything other than a tree with gifts must get be pre-approved by the Feztival of Trees staff.
• Trees must be arti昀cial.
• Trees must have LED lighting ONLY.
• Sponsors are asked to choose a theme for their tree decorations that are appropriate for the public 

and represents their business, organization or family. Beja Feztival of Trees reserves the right to not 
allow any tree deemed inappropriate.

• Creative and non-traditional trees are welcome, if they follow the tree rules.
• Each tree will be provided with one electrical outlet to use. Sponsors must use the assigned 

electrical outlet. Feztival of Trees staff will be available to assist with electrical connections.
• Sponsors should provide one (1) extension cord with UL or ETL listed. It is recommended that the cord 

be 15-20 feet long. The cord will be given away with the tree.
• Empty tree boxes and other reusable packaging will be held by the Feztival of Trees staff and 

provided to the tree winner.

PRIZES
• The winner of each tree will receive everything displayed, (including the tree, decorations and 

presents under the tree) unless speci昀c items are marked and labeled. Sponsor display signs and 
event decorating remain the property of the Beja Feztival of Trees.

• High-Value prizes will be safeguarded by the Feztival of Trees staff.
• Presents related to the trees theme should be displayed under the tree and unwrapped for the 

guests to view.
• Cash or high-value items should not be placed on or under the tree. These items will be held by the 

Feztival of Trees staff and issued to the tree winner at pickup. Instead, sponsors can use photos, fake 
money, or a letter explaining the prizes.

• Alcohol is allowed as a decoration or placed as a gift with any tree. – Tree Raf昀e with alcohol must 
be 21 to participate.

EVENT CONCLUSION
• On the 昀nal day November 29th at 4pm, the prize drawing will be held in accordance with the 

Wisconsin raf昀e requirements. All raf昀e items must be picked up at the conclusion of the event on 
11/29 from 5pm-7pm or make arrangements with the event coordinator.

• Winners will be immediately noti昀ed by the contact information on the ticket.
• Purchase ticket holders need not be present to win.
• Sponsors need not be present to take down of donated tree by winner but are welcome.
• The list of winners will be posted on the Beja Feztival of Trees Facebook page and the Beja Website.
• Liability - Beja Shriners, Beja Shrine Center, Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children 

are not responsible for any loss or damage to any sponsored owned or furnished items during the 
event. Not liable for any accidents or bodily injury that may occur on the event premises.

Thanks for your support, from the Feztival of  Trees staff.
Any questions, please contact event coordinators at 414-550-1878

Stacy Goldner, Event Coordinator



Continued in next column

Find Your Beja 
 

People become Shriners for all kinds of reasons. 
Sometimes it's the fellowship. Sometimes it's the 
activities. Sometimes a friend simply says, “Come along—
you'll enjoy this.” 
 
And for a great many, it starts with ‘our kids’. 
 
They see what Shriners Children's does for children and 
families and decide they want to be part of the fraternity 
that makes it possible. 
 
Whatever the reason, nobody becomes a Shriner 
because he is looking for another obligation. There was 
something about the Shrine that made him want to 
belong. 
 
October gives us a couple of reminders of that at Beja. We 
will get a look at some of what is being planned for 2027, 
and on October 17 we will welcome the new Nobles of the 
Charles Clarage Class. 
 
For those new Nobles, everything will be fresh. They'll 
meet people, discover Clubs and Units, attend events and 
begin figuring out what being a Shriner means to them. 
 
Perhaps that isn't such a bad approach for those of us 
who have been around awhile, either. 
 
There is no single way to enjoy being a Shriner. 
 
For one Noble, it might be a Club or Unit. Another enjoys 
the dinners, parades or community events. Someone else 
may find his place helping with a fundraiser or simply 
spending time with Brothers he has known for years. 
 
And for the Noble who joined because of the kids, there is 
another way to reconnect with that reason. 
 
Spend a day helping transport a patient and family. Ask 
some of our drivers and you'll hear that the ride can mean 
as much to the Noble behind the wheel as it does to the 
family he's helping. Sometimes spending a few hours with 
a family puts an entirely different meaning behind the 
words Shriners Children's. 
 

Interests change, too. What made the Shrine enjoyable 
ten or twenty years ago may not be what makes it 
enjoyable today. 
 
That's okay. 
 
The important part is finding something that makes 
membership more than a dues card in a wallet. 
 
As plans for 2027 begin to take shape, there will be 
opportunities to try something different, return to 
something familiar, or perhaps suggest something Beja 
hasn't tried before. 
 
And as the Charles Clarage Class begins its Shrine 
journey, those new Nobles will be looking around and 
deciding where they fit. 
 
Maybe all of us should do that once in a while. 
 
After all, this is something we chose to join. 
 
We might as well enjoy it. 
 
Find your Beja. 
You Belong Here. 
 
Your Membership Team

GREEN BAY SHRINE CLUB  
CRAIG LAES – PRESIDENT 

 
NEW MEETING LOCATION! 
The Green Bay Shrine Club meets every Friday at  
Sidekicks Bar & Grill, 930 Main Ave, De Pere, WI 54115 
🕦 Social time begins at 11:30am.  
Hope to see you there! 
  
Fraternally,  
Greg Habeck P.P., Sec. 
greglhabeck@gmail.com  or  920-371-9050



Shriners Children’s Chicago Continues to Grow 
 
Shriners Children’s Chicago is coming off a record-
breaking summer, achieving its highest volumes to date in 
surgeries, surgical minutes, outpatient visits and inpatient 
care. Hospital leadership credited the accomplishment to 
the dedication and teamwork of staff throughout the 
organization. 
 
That growth comes as the hospital prepares to welcome 
Thomas Harris, Jr., FACHE, as its new Hospital 

Administrator in late September. Harris 
brings more than 25 years of 
healthcare leadership experience, 
including executive leadership 
positions with Gillette Children’s 
Specialty Healthcare, Ochsner Health 
and Children’s Hospital Los Angeles. 
He most recently served as Chief 

Operating Officer of the Anne Carlsen Center. 
 
Harris succeeds Interim Hospital Administrator Mathew 
Lucas, who continued serving as Director of Fiscal 
Services and Regional Director of Fiscal Services while 
providing interim leadership for the hospital. 
 
Another major project has reached an important milestone: 
installation of Chicago’s new MRI/CT equipment is 
complete. The next step is review by the State of Illinois. 
Staff training and preparation continue, along with 
development of new policies and a comprehensive safety 
manual. The hospital is also working toward American 
College of Radiology accreditation. 
 
Meanwhile, planning is already underway for 2027 and 
beyond. Hospital leadership is developing a five-year 
strategic plan designed to support continued clinical 
growth and ensure Chicago has the resources and 
infrastructure needed for the future. 
 
Taken together, the record patient volumes, new 
leadership and investment in expanded capabilities are 
encouraging signs of the continued growth and strength of 
Shriners Children’s Chicago. 
 
Beja Representatives – Shriners Children’s Chicago 
Gary Fehl  Board Member, SC-Chicago  
Ben Rodgers, PP  Board Member, SC-Chicago 
Jay Andres  Associate Member, SC-Chicago 
John Sage, PP -- Emeritus, SC-Chicago

Chicago
Greetings from the Appleton Shrine Club, 
  
The Appleton Shrine Club meets at Mark’s Eastside 1405 
E. Wisconsin Ave. Appleton, WI at 11:30am on the 2nd 
Friday of each month.  
 
Congratulations to Assistant Rabban Noble Marc & 
Lady Sara Vander Leest. 
 
Having Fun Helping Kids!  
 
Fraternally,  
Tom Pflugardt P.P., President  
Noble Lyle Buettner, VP  
Dennis Korth P.P., Treasurer  
Noble Mike Moen, Secretary

Calling Beja’s  
Amateur Photographers! 

We could use a fresh look 
at Beja! 
 
We’re looking for a great 
new photo of the Beja 
Shrine Center — and 
we’d especially like one 
that incorporates our 
Silent Messenger statue. 
 

So, the next time you’re at Beja and the light is just 
right, pull out your camera or phone and see what you can 
capture. Have a drone? We’d love to see what Beja 
looks like from above, too! 
 
Landscape or portrait, close-up, wide angle or aerial — be 
creative. 
 
We’ll select a favorite for use on Beja’s website, in 
publications, on social media and in other promotional 
materials. 
 
And just to make it interesting… 
 
The photographer of the winning photo will receive a 
FREE dinner at a Beja meeting! 
 
Start looking at the Shrine Center through a 
photographer’s eye. You may see something the rest of us 
have been missing. 



Continued in next column

There’s Still Room in Charlie’s Class 
 
On October 17, a new group of Nobles will become part of 
Beja Shriners. 
 
And they will have the distinction of being members of the 
Charles Clarage Class. 
 
For those of us who know Charlie, that name means 
something. Charlie isn't simply a name from Beja's history. 
He's here. He's one of us. He has been part of the 
fellowship, service and traditions that make Beja what it is. 
 
Soon, a group of new Nobles will share his name as their 
ceremonial class. 
 
The question now is: 
 
Is there one more man who should be standing with them? 
 
Think about the Masons you know. 
 
Is there a Brother at Lodge who would enjoy what we do? 
Someone who believes in the work of Shriners Children's? 
Someone who would enjoy the fellowship, a Club or Unit, 
helping at an event—or simply having another reason to 
spend time with good people? 
 
Maybe you've thought about asking him before. 
 
Maybe you assumed someone else already had. 
 
Maybe you've been waiting for the right opportunity. 
 
October 17th is the opportunity. 
 
A petition doesn't begin with a membership committee. It 
begins when one Shriner looks at another Mason and 
says, “I think you'd enjoy this. Come with me.” 
 
That's how many of us got here. 
 
And there is still time to give another Brother that same 
invitation. 
 
The Charles Clarage Class is taking shape. Before we 
close the books on this ceremonial, take one more look 
around your Lodge, your circle of friends and the Masons 
you know. 
 
Don't worry about finding ten. 
 

Find one. 
 
One Mason. One conversation. One invitation. 
 
There may be a future Noble out there simply waiting for 
someone to ask. 
 
Let's make sure he gets asked. 
 
Charles Clarage Class Fall Ceremonial 
Saturday, October 17th 
 
Who will you invite? 

APP Pro Chicago Pickleball  
Tournament Benefits Shriners Chicago 

Top Pro Megan Fudge Toured Hospital, Met Patient 
Ambassadors, and Played a Little Pickleball 
 
It was a paddle raise of a different kind. In August, a 
professional pickleball tournament raised funds for 
Shriners Chicago. A special pro nighttime tournament from 
our partners at The Association of Pickleball Players also 
welcomed Shriners, donors, patient ambassadors, interim 
administrator Matt Lucas, our imperial liaison Rick 
Holloway, and senior director of philanthropy Dan Winter. 
 
Shriners Children's was featured in the center court 
opening ceremonies and a check presentation at the end 
of the night. Thank you to employee ambassadors Dr 
Ackman and Brian Hovorka for attending during the 4 day 
tournament for interviews and helping to represent our 
amazing care for families and young athletes.   



I hope everyone is looking forward to a relaxing fall. As I’ve 
stated before, sometimes writing these articles out so far is 
a little bit of a challenge. While sitting in warm weather and 
the remnants of summer, it’s hard to imagine that we will 
have a change of event that will be so  dynamic.  I am sure 
we will all still push on. As I write this, I would like to remind 
everyone to please participate in the Haunted House. It will 
be one of the activities that the youth will be helping 
participate with to a certain degree. But it is also one of 
Beja‘s Fundraisers. 
 
Green Bay Chapter Order Of DeMolay would like to once 
again start off by saying thank you for the opportunity to 
serve some of the dinners for Beja. The Chapter will be 
looking to try and add new members if anyone knows of a 
young man who would be interested, please point them in 
our direction. You could also feel free to bring them to a 
meeting if you would like to somewhat get involved the 
Chapter would also be looking for more advisors. It does 
not have to be a large commitment. It could be just being 
a part of the Advisory Council and helping out for one 
meeting a year. Please feel free to spread the word for new 
members of both the Chapter and Advisory Council. Thank 
you for the help.  
 
I would, of course, once again like to thank everyone who 
help support the youth and all that you do. If it is just 
participating in one of their fundraisers. Or passing on a 
kind word to somebody else to help support them in their 
endeavors thank you.  
Fraternally,  Charles Clarage 
Youth Committee Chairman

THE YOUTH CORNER

The Youth  
ADVENTURES
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OCONTO 
SHRINE CLUB 

 
Oconto County Shrine Club’s meets the second Thursday 
of each month. Please join us.  
Fraternally Yours, 
Nick Brosig, President 
Vernon Vander Leest, Secy/Treas.

Enjoy Time With Family, Friends,  
Neighbors and Your Fellow Shriners

Beja’s First Burgers, Brats and Booyah, 
Fellowship and a Good Saturday 

Thanks to everyone who came out for Burgers, Brats & 
Booyah on Saturday, September 12th—and to the crew 
who made it happen. From what we hear, the booyah was 
a popular item! Good food, good fellowship and a good 
day at Beja.



Donald R. Badgley, PP  
Dousman, WI 

 8/30/2026 

10/2 Thomas Lutsey 
10/2 Robert Smitham 
10/5 Allen Karr 
10/6 Glenn Enderby 
10/6 Glen Leverson 
10/10 Marshall Fay 
10/12 Stuart Manny 
10/12 Daniel Rosera Jr. 
10/14 Mark Elste 
10/15 Shawn Niemann 

10/16 Gerald Capelle 
10/16 John Sage 
10/16 Kody Zempel 
10/19 Ryan Dunn 
10/19 Ralph Papesh 
10/23 Thomas Pflugardt 
10/27 Thom Passow 
10/27 Matthew Vander Leest 
10/29 Eric Fischer 
10/30 Bill Mueller

October Birthdays!!

Enjoy Lee's Homemade Italian Dinner 
Spaghetti, Meatballs, Italian Sausage 

Salad, Bread, and Dessert 
 

$20 per person 
RSVP by October 2nd, Contact the Beja Office to 

make your reservation (920) 498-1985 
 

What Will Beja Look Like in 2027? 
Chief Rabban Blaine Goldner will share his vision, 

priorities, and plans for the coming year at the 
October meeting.  

October�
MEETING MENU 

 

Beja Shriners Has a  
New Facebook Page 

 
Our new Beja Shriners Facebook  

page is up and running! Follow along for Beja news, 
upcoming events, photos and a little of the fun  

that makes Beja, Beja. 
 

Follow Beja Shriners on Facebook 
Bejashriners.com 

 
Beja’s Own Label  
Salad Dressing  

Available for purchase at the Beja 
Shrine Office for  

$8.00 for a 12 oz bottle. 
 

 • Creamy Vidalia Onion 

 • Vidalia Onion Peppercorn  

 • Creamy Cucumber Dill  

 • Vidalia Onion French  

 • Vidalia Honey Habanero   
   For the HOT fans

Feztival of Trees & More is  
coming back this Holiday Season.  

There’s plenty more to come — for now, consider this your 
first little hint that Christmas will be here before we know 
it! Join us November 25th-29th, 2026. 



 October 2026
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

1 
 

7:00 pm  
Washington Lodge 

2  
11:30am Green Bay 
Shrine Club Meeting

3 
 

4 
 
 
 

5 
  
 

7:00pm Order of 
Demolay 

 6   
5:00pm Trustee’s 

6:00pm Divan 
 6:30 pm Roosevelt

7   
5:00pm Beja 

Meeting 
 

  8 
 

10am NEW Daylite  6:00pm Oconto  7pm Warren Council

9   
 

11:30am Green Bay 
Shrine Club Meeting  

Meeting 11:30am 
Appleton Shrine 

10 

11          
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 

13 
 

5:00pm 
Peninsula Shrine 

Club meeting

14 
 

7:00pm DesPeres 
Lodge 85 

 
 

15  
 

5:30pm Northwoods 
 

7:00pm Washington 

16  
 

11:30am Green Bay 
Shrine Club Meeting 

 

17  
 

Beja Fall 
Ceremonial

18  
 

19 
 

7:00pm Order of 
Demolay 

20  
 

6:30 pm Roosevelt 
Lodge 

21 
 

5:30pm Scottish Rite  

22 
 

7pm Palestine 
 

6:00pm Krazy Kops  
& Inter- City Meeting 

23 
 

11:30am Green Bay 
Shrine Club Meeting 

 

24 
 

25 
  

1:30 Daughters of 
the Nile 

26 
  

6:00pm Vet’s 
&Patriots   7:00pm Beja Clowns 

27 
 
7pm Warren Council 

Chapter #8

28 
 

7:00pm DesPeres 
Lodge 85

29 
 

30  
 

11:30am Green Bay 
Shrine Club Meeting

31 
 

Happy  
Halloween

Beja Shrine  UPCOMING EVENT CALENDAR

• Bonduel
• Shawano
• Gresham
• Cecil

AUTO

www.swedbergfuneralhome.com

SSUITESUITES
COMFORTOMFORT

ROCK
GARDEN

GR

920-499-7449
Only Minutes From Lambeau Field

Exit Hwy 29 off Hwy 41 to 151 Bond Street

Award Winning
Restaurant & Lounge

20,000 Square Ft. of
Meeting & Banquet Space

for  up to 1,000

www.ComfortSuitesGB.com

SwedbergSwedberg
Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc

EXCAVATING, INC.
5431 Church Road  •  New Franken, WI 54229

Office (920) 866-3131 • Fax (920) 866-3138

A Great Way To
Advertise 

Your Business!

Support Beja
Place your 

Ad Here



MOVING? 
SEND US YOUR CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
WITH THE CURRENT MAIL LABEL TO 
 
Recorder 
Beja Shrine Temple 
1950 Bond Street 
Green Bay, WI 54303

UPCOMING 2026 ACTIVITIES 
For More Details: www.bejashriners.com 

 
October 2026 
October 7th - Beja Open Meeting - Chief Rabban 2027 Presentation 
October 17th - Beja Fall Ceremonial 
 
November 2026 
November 4th - Beja Open Meeting - Parade to Glory 
November 25 - 29th - Beja Feztival of Trees 
 
December 2026 
December 2nd - Beja Closed Meeting - Election of Officers 
December 5th - Breakfast with Santa  
December 24th - Christmas Eve Luncheon 
 
January 2027 
January 6th - Beja Open Meeting

REMINDER 
The Deadline for the 

BEJA BUGLER Articles 
for the November Issue is  

October 10th, 2026

NON-PROFIT 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT NO. 639 
GREEN BAY, WI

Pick up or Delivery To 
Residential and Commercial• Large Variety of Decorative Landscape Stone• Topsoil Natural • Pulverized Topsoil

 • Crushed Stone • Breaker Run 
 • Sand Fill • Compost

CRAVILLION
  Material’s
CRAVILLION
  Material’s

Serving Green Bay 
and Surrounding Areas

Great 
Selection!

Great Prices!

  (920) 866-3131


